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Venezuela and Extra-Judicial Killings
By Don Bryant

Twenty-one lethal attacks on Venezuelan boats by the Trump
Administration overrides long-established international conventions.
For decades, the Coast Guard has enforced these laws and protocols to
intercept marine drug traders headed for the U.S. The Coast Guard has
the authority to board boats suspected of breaking U.S. law, seize
contraband, and arrest suspects. Gunshots are only fired after strict
rules and warnings.

The U.S. Navy has violated all protocol by committing what amounts to piracy on the high seas. Since
September, the US has destroyed 22 boats, 11 in the Caribbean Sea and 11 in the Eastern Pacific. At least 82
people have been killed in the illegal bombing campaign. These unprovoked attacks constitute human rights
crimes. They may be war crimes, given the President’s and Marco Rubio’s insistences that the United States
is “at war” with Venezuela. There was no direct or immediate threat to the U.S. by any Venezuelan vessels.
The Trump administration has relabeled counter-narcotics operations as counterterrorism. The U.S.
president assumes he has the right to murder civilians. “Labeling a drug cartel a terrorist organization and
killing 11 members on a vessel, which may or may not have been destined for the United States, under the
guise of an amorphous “national interest” is an extraordinary and unprecedented assertion of presidential
power,” writes Mark Nevitt, a former naval line officer and JAG, the legal arm of the United States Navy.

Unfortunately, that is what the U.S. Supreme Court did for President Trump in a 2024 ruling which granted
presidents “absolute immunity” from prosecution for any criminal acts done as part of the President’s
“official” duties. Donald Trump will never have to stand trial for these illegal killings. But Marco Rubio does
not have such protection.

Cleveland Peace Action condemns these unprecedented attacks which may have far-reaching
consequences. A Strategic Association and Cooperation Treaty between Venezuela and Russia is now in the
making. Russian hypersonic anti-ship missiles are now targeting U.S. Navy warships in the Caribbean. U.S.
sanctions policy may have created this deadly scenario in our own hemisphere. Russian influence in the
western hemisphere would raise the stakes for confrontation as it did in the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis. The
events brought the U.S. and Russia to the brink of war when U.S. deployments of nuclear missiles in Italy
and Turkey were countered by Soviet deployments of nuclear missiles in Cuba.

We ask that you contact your representatives to urge them to co-sponsor H.Con.Res.61 “Directing the
President, pursuant to section 5(c) of the War Powers Resolution, to remove United States Armed Forces
from hostilities with presidentially designated terrorist organizations in the Western Hemisphere.” No Ohio
representative has co-sponsored yet. Let’s change that! Contact your rep today!

“We can choose to use our lives for others to bring about a better and more just world
for our children. People who make that choice will know hardship and sacrifice, but if
they give themselves totally to the non-violent struggle for peace and justice they will

also find that people will give them their hearts and they will never be hungry and
never alone. And in giving of themselves they will discover a whole new life full of
meaning and love.”
Cesar Chavez
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TAG sues to tag U.S. Genocidaires
By Terry Lodge

In May 2025, Taxpayers Against Genocide, a group of at least 4,000 U.S.
taxpayers based in California, filed a legal complaint with the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), an investigatory body
mandated to enforce the Charter of the Organization of American States
(OAS), the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, and the
American Convention on Human Rights. The TAG complaint invoked a \ \
procedure in international law where a grassroots group can pursue charges
of the U.S. government’s complicity with Israel in perpetrating the continuing
genocide in Palestine.

The 99-page complaint encyclopedically cites publicly-available evidence of acts of mass murder, human
rights crimes, ethnic cleansing, and probable violations of U.S federal criminal law as well as international
criminal bans. TAG aims to hold both the Biden and Trump Administrations, as well as Congress,
accountable for partnering with Israel to perpetrate the atrocities that have become routine in the Gaza
Strip and the West Bank.

Although the IACHR cannot criminally prosecute US officials, it can find the U.S. government guilty of
violating its international obligations under the American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man. The
Declaration established the binding human rights requirements to which OAS member states, including the
United States, must adhere. An IACHR finding of guilt of the US government would allow leveraging by
human rights advocates in their other efforts to hold the US government accountable at the international
level.

The complaint was prepared and filed by a legal team from the National Lawyers Guild (NLG) International
Committee headed by Huwaida Arraf, a renowned crusader and co-founder of the Freedom Flotilla Coalition.
Toledo attorney Terry Lodge, a member of the Cleveland Peace Action Board of Directors, is also on the four-
lawyer team.

“The IACHR is at the early stages of its investigation, which is taking a long time to launch,” Lodge
commented. “There are concerns that political pressure may be brought on OAS member states by the U.S.
government to try to derail the Commission’s efforts. We’re anticipating that unlike a typical court or
administrative agency procedure, the planetary public will have an uphill fight simply to have an impartial
inquiry that won’t be shut down by the criminals who are perpetrating thousands of crimes per week.”

r Peace Action is the country’s largest grassroots peace
and disarmament organization, with more than 100,000
members. Cleveland Peace Action is one of over

70 autonomous affiliates and chapter organizations.
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LTTE: Upon whose shoulders we stand
By Thomas Kim Hill, Contributing Writer
Previously published in the Case Western Reserve University Observer, October 31, 2025

In recent months, we have lost several members of our Case Western Reserve University community. As we
who work for peace with justice know, we stand on the shoulders of those who came before us.

I would like to remember Bennie Khoapa, Nahida Gordon, Douglas Kerr and Don Freeman, each of whom
was single-minded in their life-long quest for truth, justice, and peace. It is no accident that we often chant
in the streets the old Biblically-rooted adage, “No Truth, No Justice, No Peace.” On the other side are those
who worship at the temple of Mommon where “It is all about the Benjamins,” in the classic words of the U.S.
Representative Ilhan Omar. I offer below four brief sketches of four remarkable lives. I cannot possibly
credit all of their accomplishments, but I hope to keep each of them alive in our memory.

Bennie Khoapa earned a Ph.D. at the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences at
CWRU in the area of social welfare. He, himself, was a political refugee from South Africa, where his
colleague Steve Biko was murdered by the South African apartheid police. Biko is the subject of the film, Cry
Freedom, about resistance to apartheid after Nelson Mandela was imprisoned. Leaders of the African
National Congress (ANC), Mandela’s congress, were all in prison, in exile or killed when Biko led a new youth
movement for “black consciousness.” Like Biko, Bennie was confined for five years under house arrest.
Bennie escaped to the U.S., got his degree and went on to teach sociology in Michigan. When the apartheid
government fell, he returned home to teach at Durban University of Technology, where he directed the
annual celebration honoring Biko.

Nahida Halaby Gordon taught bio-statistics at CWRU’s Frances Payne Bolton School of Nursing. She was one
of the Palestinians driven from their homes by Jewish militias in the 1948 Palestinian Nakba (catastrophe in
Arabic). 750,000 Palestinians, with their descendants, became permanent refugees in their own homeland,
up until today. Nahida co-founded the Interfaith Committee for Peace in the Middle East along with other
’48 Palestinians. It brings together Muslims, Jews, Christians, and others in prayer and service to the cause
of peace. Nahida shared a Cleveland Peace Action event with Abbas Hamideh of Al-Awda, standing for
Palestinian Right of Return Coalition. Later in life she traveled to Jaffa in Israel to visit her father’s house (a
polite Jewish owner allowed her to come inside to rekindle childhood memories). She published her book,
Palestine Is Our Home, in 2016.

Douglas Kerr was a physician and researcher at CWRU and University Hospitals in pediatrics. He was born in
Beirut, Lebanon in World War II and lived in several countries in the region before moving to the U.S. His
brother, Malcolm Kerr, was a scholar of the Arab world and was chosen to become president of the
American University of Beirut in the tumultuous 1980@s, where he was assassinated in 1984. Doug dedicated
himself to peace and was on the national board of Churches for Middle East Peace, which sends delegations
of Americans to visit and learn about the Israel/Palestine (I/P) conflict. He teamed up with his wife, Mary
Ann Kerr, in Cleveland to sponsor such trips. Theologians who witnessed Israeli apartheid firsthand often
returned home to support boycott, divestment and sanctions in their own churches.

Doug was a leader in Cleveland Peace Action where he helped sponsor programs on Middle East peace-
making. One guest was Iyad Burnat on the film 5 Broken Cameras. Doug co-authored an important op-ed

with CWRU professor Ted Steinberg in 2016 analyzing the I/P peace process.

Continued on page 11
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On whose shoulders we stand
Continued from page 10

Don Freeman attended Cleveland Public Schools in the 195@s and then CWRU as a scholarship student. He
returned to teach at the secondary level in Cleveland. He was fired by Superintendent Paul Briggs, in
collaboration with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, for working with and hosting Malcolm X in Cleveland.
For years Don and his wife, Norma Freeman, attended and monitored meetings of the Cleveland Board of
Education, documenting the failures that led the federal judge Frank Batista to order desegregation and
busing to overcome deliberate patterns by the board to keep the schools segregated. Don and Norma
regularly published their magazine, Vibration, to document this and other freedom struggles. The magazine
was dedicated to “the resurrection of the mentally and spiritually dead.” Norma was proud of actually having
met W.E.B. Du Bois at her historically black college in the South. Don spoke at vigils for Timothy Russell and
Malissa Williams, killed by Cleveland police in East Cleveland, which he termed the 137 shots “Atrocity.” His
book is entitled “Reflections of a Resolute Radical.”

It will be a tall order to fill the shoes of those who came before us at CWRU. But we can and must. Their
marvelous leadership and work require us to carry on. We can keep on by supporting the students unfairly
punished by CWRU’s administration for their strong stand against what is now almost universally condemned
as genocide in Gaza. It will be a tall order to fill the shoes of those who came before us at CWRU. But we can
and must. Their marvelous leadership and work require us to carry on. We can keep on by supporting the
students unfairly punished by CWRU’s administration for their strong stand against what is now almost
universally condemned as genocide in Gaza.

“Mankind must put an end to war, or war will put an end to mankind.”
John F. Kennedy

“One is called to live nonviolently even if the change
one works for seems impossible.”
Daniel Berrigan

“Peace is not an absence of war, it is a virtue, a state of mind,
a disposition for benevolence, confidence, justice.”
Baruch Spinoza

Cleveland Peace Action Board
Don Bryant, President
Francis Chiappa, Secretary
Dena Magoulias, Treasurer
Marc Alvarado

Eric Deamer
Frances Crowe Didonato
Dr. Chantal Dothey
Jeffrey Kassouf
Terry Lodge
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